THE   COUP   D'ETAT

charge of the Prime Minister's. I shall inform him
what I have done and also what you say about
General Matallana. You know very well that I am
unconditionally at your orders and at those of the
National Council of Defence.
Col. Casado: Un abrazo.

Among the many responsibilities and worries of this
time, the most serious were the events in Cartagena and
the mutiny of the Republican Navy. From information
gathered later it would appear to have happened as
follows:

On the 2nd of March, Admiral of the Fleet Miguel
Buiza, summoned the Commanders of Ships, with the
political Commissars, to a meeting, and had told them
that a coup d'dtat against the Government of Dr. Negrin
was imminent, and that a National Council of Defence
would be formed, which would represent the Army and
all the political parties and syndicalist organisations.
None of those present made any kind of objection, from
which it was concluded that there was uniformity of
opinion about all that was being done, especially since
the attitude of the crews towards Negrin's Government
was well known.

However, a few hours later the Government heard
exactly what was happening, and on the 3rd of March the
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